. 45.]    JoJmson desires the Degree of M.A.
275-
The degree of Master of Arts, which, it has been observed', could not be obtained for him at an early period of his life, was now considered as an honour of considerable importance, in order to grace the title-page of his Dictionary; and his character in the literary world being by this time deservedly high, his friends thought that, if proper exertions were made, the University of Oxford would pay him the-compliment2.
'To THE REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON. ' DEAR SIR,
' I am extremely obliged to you and to Mr. Wise, for the uncommon care which you have taken of my interest3: if you can accomplish your kind design, I shall certainly take me a little habitation among you.
' The books which I promised to Mr. Wise4, I have not been able to
Mr. Zacliarinh Williams, who died in • his eighty-third year, July 12, 1755. When Dr. Johnson was with me at Oxford, in 1755, IIG gave to the Bodleian Library a thin quarto of twenty-one pages, a work in Italian, with an English translation on the opposite page. The English title-page is this : ' An Account of an Attempt to ascertain the Longitude at Sea, by an exact Variation of the Magnetical Needle, &c. By Xachariah "Williams. London, printed for Dods-ley, 1755.' The Tf.nglish translation, from the strongest internal marks, is unquestionably the work of Johnson. In a blank leaf, Johnson has written the age, and time of death, of the authour Z. Williams, as 1 have said above. On another blank leaf, is pasted a paragraph from a newspaper, of the death and character of Williams, which is plainly written by Johnson. He was very anxious about placing this book in the Bodleian : and, for fear of any omission or mistake, he entered, in the great Catalogue, the title-page of it with his own hand.' WARTON.—BOSWELL, - In this statement there is a slight mistake. The English account, which
was written by Johnson, was the original; the Italian was a translation, clone by Barctti. Sccflost, end of 1755. MALONK. Johnson has twice entered in his own hand that 'Zacha-ri.ih Williams, died July 12, 1755, al his eighty-third year,1 and also on' the title-page that he was 82.
1 See ante, p. 133.
3 The compliment was, as it were, a mutual one. Mr. Wise urged Thomas Warton to get the degree conferred before the Dictionary was published. ' It is in truth,' he wrote, ' doing ourselves more honour than him, to have such a work done by an Oxford hand, and so able a one too, and will show that we have not lost all regard for good letters, as has been too often imputed to us by our enemies.' Wrooll's Warton, p. 228.
3  ' In procuring him the degree of Master of Arts by diploma at Oxford.1 WARTON.—BOSWELL.
4  ' Lately fellow of Trinity College, and at this time Radclivian librarian, at Oxford.    He was a man of very-considerable learning, and eminently skilled in Roman and Anglo-Saxon antiquities.   He died in 1767.'  WAR-TON.—BoswiiLL.
T 2
procure:d
